Prevention and Cotttrd'Infetfion
Hungary, These cases were investigated by Irvine, but the cvi>
dence he was able to obtain was insufficient to enable him to
trace any relationship between the cause of death and the admini'
stration of the vaccine. Of twelve deaths which occurred, four
were recognized as cue to tuberculosis, three with pulmonary
cavities, and one with pulmonary and mcningeal tuberculosis.
Of the remaining eight, the official causes of death were: acute
respiratory diseases, four; meningitis, convulsions, marasmus, and
measles, one respectively. One rather suspicious feature in the
three infants who died from pulmonary tuberculosis with cavitax
tion is the early age at which symptoms of infection were trst
recognized: namely, two months, three months, and five months
respectively. Two of these cases give a history of contact, and
this may be the explanation of the infection, but the third case
suggests no such cause. This infant was born in a lying/in
hospital of a healthy mother, Cither unknown. After birth she
was transferred to an infants* home, and at the age of two months
commenced to lose weight; she was transferred to a children's
hospital at the age of five months, and died two months later.
While it is possible that infection occurred in this case in the
infant's home, no evidence in support of this was forthcoming.
Isolated cases of deaths following B.C.G, administration to
infants are also recorded, but the possibility of contact infection
in a number of these cases cannot be excluded. On the other
hand, B.C.G. has been administered to a large number of infants
without any obvious deleterious effect, and in this connexion
Irvine states 'that 1,343,000 have been given the vaccine and
there is not yet one sure case of death from B.C.G. infection'.
The cause of death, when it does occur after the administration
of B.C.G., calls for further investigation. The influence of shock
cannot be altogether ruled out, as has been proved by animal
experimentation, and the possibility that the vaccine may prove
an excitant to the development of encephalitis lethargica is not
to be overlooked. According to Bocchini a number of infants
who have received B.C.G. die from tuberculous meningitis
during the first few weeks of life.
That B.C.G. vaccine is capable of assuming virulent properties
and of producing progressive tuberculous lesions in guinea/pigs
has been proved by various observers, but the greater susceptibility
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